THE WAR AT ITS  CLIMAX                          1915-16
German Reichstag, in the lobbies of the French Chamber, in the
British Cabinet. Rumours of the famous memorandum in which
Lansdowne painted the situation in gloomy colours and asked his
colleagues to consider the possibility of ending the war contributed
not a little to Asquith's downfall. Among the counts in the indict-
ment against him, it was said in the language of the time that he was
encouraging a defeatist spirit, but in fact he had told Lansdowne plainly
that desirable as peace might be, he saw no way of attaining it in any
tolerable terms. The terms which the Germans communicated to
President Wilson in December, 1916, were certainly not tolerable
and appear to have been put forward only that their rejection might
afford plausible excuse for the unrestricted submarine. More will be
said on this subject later.
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